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November 4, 2011

AAA Study: Traffic Crashes Cost Americans 3 Times More Than
Congestion

The annual societal cost of traffic crashes is $300 billion, more than three times the $98 billion cost of
congestion, according to a report released Thursday by the auto club AAA.

AAA's report highlights the far-reaching economic impacts traffic crashes have on the nation and
encourages policymakers at all levels of government to ensure safety is a top priority.

"The burdens associated with congestion are top of mind for many Americans as they travel to and
from work each day," AAA President and CEO Robert Darbelnet said in a statement. "However, at
$300 billion annually, crashes cost our society more than three times the amount of congestion. This
report further underscores the importance of a long-term, multiyear federal transportation bill that
will provide the necessary and sustained investments that lead to better and safer roads for all
Americans."

According to the study conducted for AAA by Cambridge Systematics, the overall cost of crashes
equates to $1,522 per person annually compared to $590 per person annually for congestion. The
cost of crashes are based on the Federal Highway Administration's comprehensive estimates for traffic
fatalities and injuries that assign a dollar value to a variety of factors such as medical and emergency
services, lost earnings and household production, property damage, and lower quality of life.

The report calculates the costs of crashes for the same metropolitan areas covered by the annual
Urban Mobility Report conducted by the Texas Transportation Institute. The results showed crash
costs exceeded congestion in every metropolitan area studied.

"While the decline in traffic fatalities in recent years signifies a positive trend, our work is far from
over," Darbelnet said. "Continued progress will require active and focused leadership, improved
communication and collaboration, and an investment in data collection and evaluation to make sure
we're addressing the nation's most serious safety challenges."

AAA's 58-page report, "Crashes vs. Congestion: What's the Cost to Society?," is available at
bit lv/AAAcrashes2011,

Sn0 s czuseding Vg artisia oy z2 gusciss o editorisaash

http://www.aashtojournal.org/Pages/110411aaa.aspx 11/8/2011
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August 24, 2009

Mr. Kirk Steudle, Director

Michigan Department of Transportation
425 W. Ottawa Street

P.O. Box 30050

Lansing, MI 48909

Dear Mr. Steudle,

As a major thoroughfare in one of the fastest growing communities in Southeast
Michigan, Canton’s Ford Road continues to be burdened by higher than
expected traffic volumes. In order to improve vehicular and pedestrian traffic
safety, as well as reduce congestion on Ford Road, [ am asking for your support
on the 1-275 at Ford Road Interchange Project — TIGER grant application.

The project was recommended as a result of a regional transportation study
completed by the Michigan Department of Transportation in partnership with
the FHWA, SEMCOG, Wayne County, Plymouth Township, VanBuren
Township, City of Westland and Canton Township. The study was done in an
effort to maximize the efficiency of area roadways, promote a safe roadway
system, develop transportation that minimizes negative impacts to the
environment, plan roadway improvements, and develop transportation based on
realistic financial resources. Video simulations of the effect this project would
have on the I-275/Ford Road exchange can be viewed at www.canton-
mi.org/municipalservices/wwct_study.aspx.

By supporting this project, you will be helping to improve Canton’s
overburdened 1-275/Ford Road interchange and ease congestion at the

Ford/Haggerty intersection. The Ford/Haggerty intersection is one of
Michigan’s highest accident-prone intersections with a reported 345 crashes

occurring during a five-year period.

In addition to promoting safety, this project will also create an estimated 235 to
705 jobs. Area businesses would also benefit from the dollars those workers
would spend. Businesses in Canton, Plymouth, Van Buren and Westland
would also benefit from improved economic competitiveness in the region, job
preservation and business retention.

Thank you for your consideration of this project and please feel free to contact
me if further information is needed.

Sincerely,

’

Philip J. LaJoy
Canton Supervisor
WAWLCUNEN-iT 018
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August 10, 2009

Kirk T. Steudle, Director

Michigan Department of Transportation
425 West Ottawa Street, PO Box 30050
Lansing, M1 48909

Dear Director Steudle:

The purpose of this letter is to support the Michigan Department of Transportation, Wayne
County and Canton Township application for TIGER funding to improve the interchange at Ford
Road and 1-275. As you know, this area was the subject of a sub-regional study in 2006. The
study report identified both congestion and safety issues in the corridor. In fact, Ford Road in this
corridor contains four of the highest crash sites in Wayne County and in all of Southeast

Michigan.

The study recommended improvements at the interchange 'as part of an overall strategy to
improve traffic flow and enhance safety in the corridor. SEMCOG, as an active participant in the
study, supports the improvements and the application for TIGER funding.

Please contact me if you have questions or need additional information.

Carmine Palombo, P.E.
Director, Transportation Programs

Sincerely,

cc: Tim Faas, Charter Township of Canton
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Mayor, Supanisor, HMayar, Tiustos, Commissionss, Clark, Secsetary, Wayna County
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Canton Public Safety

1150 S. Canton Center Road, Canton, M| 48188 - 734/394-5400 - fax 734/394-5450
www.cantonpublicsafety.org

John R. Santomaure, Director
734/394-5445

Nationally Accredited Law Enforcement Agency

August 6, 2009

Mr. Kirk Steudle, Director

MDOT, State Transportation Building
425 W. Ottawa Street

P.O. Box 30050

Lansing, Michigan 48909

Dear Mr. Steudle:

I am currently in charge of the Canton Police Department’s Selective Enforcement Unit.
This unit focuses on traffic issues within the community, and one of my responsibilities is
to review traffic crash data on a semi-annual basis. A recent review of the 2008
Michigan State Police high crash traffic data showed that the segment of roadway
between Ford Road and Lilley Road in Canton had 89 crashes which, when averaged to a
per mile rate, calculates to 280 crashes per mile last year. The same review showed the
segment of Ford Road between Haggerty and I-275 had 70 crashes, or 445 crashes per
mile. The report reflects the ranking of these two scgments of road as #1 and #2 for
crashes within the four Michigan counties of Macomb, Oakland, Washtenaw and Wayne.
As shown in that sume four county arca report, the intersection of Ford Road and
Haggerty also leads in the comparison of traffic crashes occurring in interscctions.

Further analysis of this data has indicated that the major cause of these crashes can be
contributed to a heavy traffic density. This data clearly shows that this is a very
dangerous section of roadway, and [ belicve that roadway improvements as suggested in
the Ford Road Interchange Project would significantly improve vehicular and pedestrian
safety.

Sincerely,
ol ~ -
it A 4
L s ‘/ s /
? »

o 3 .

Lt. Scott Hilden
Special Services Licutenant

SH/lcg

Crimg Preveniion
734:294-5424

Deiectwe Bur.ea.u. Fire Administration Fire Inspechon-Prevention. Ordinance Enforcement Patrol Division
734i394-5420 734/394-5455 734/394-5456 734/394-5335 734/294-5401

Records Bureau
734/394-5410
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August 14, 2009

M. Kirk Steudle, MDOT Director
State Transportation Building

425 W. Ottawa Strect

P.O. Box 30050

Lansing, MI 48909

Re: Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery
Grant (TIGER) for the [-257Ford Road [nterchange Project

Dear Mr. Steudle,

On behalf of the Canton Downtown Development Authority (DDA), [ am writing to
request your support of the TIGER grant application for the [-275/ Ford Road
[nterchange Project in Canton. The Canton DDA District is located along 3 miles of
the Ford Road corridor and includes the [-275/Ford Road interchange and the nearby
Ford/Haggerty intersection, which has been identified as one of Michigan’s most
congested and highest accident-prone intersections. The regional transportation
study for the area completed by the State of Michigan indicates that this project
would alleviate much of the congestion in the area.

The Canton DDA District on Ford Road is home to over 300 retail and commercial
establishments serving residents from Canton, Plymouth, Westland and other
neighboring communities, as well as over a million visitors who come to the JKEA
Canton store each year. The proposed project would significantly improve salety for
both motorists and pedestrians in Canton’s primary gateway (o the DDA District,
thereby attracting those shoppers who often tend to avoid the congested area
altogether and do their shopping elsewhere.

Also, the opportunity 1o create a safer corridor would enhance our economic
competitiveness in the region for new development in the DDA District and
positively impact business retention. In addition to the estimated 2335 to 705 jobs
that would be created by the project, the businesses in the DDA District would
realize a considerable benefit from the dollars spent at restaurants and other



M. Kirk Steudle -2- August 14, 2009
MDOT Director

businesses during the project. Job retention and creation in Canton’s primary
commercial district would result as businesses provide staffing for the increased

activity.

Thank you very much for your consideration of this project. Please feel free to
contact me at (734) 394-5186 if you should need further information.

Sincerely,
Kathleen Salla i

Canton Downtown Development Coordinator
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) Charter Township of Van Buren

Monday, August 24, 2009

Mr. Philip LaJoy, Supervisor
Canton Township

1000 Canton Center Road
Canton, M1 48188

RE: Ford Road @ 1-275 TIGER Grant Application

Dear Phil:

On behalf of the Charter Township of Van Buren, we support MDOT applying for grant
funding under the TIGER program to construct the interchange improvements needed for

Ford Road at 1-275 in Western Wayne County.

These improvements are not currently otherwise funded and would greatly improve
safety and reduce congestion along the Ford Road corridor.

Please contact me if you have any additionul questions.

Yours truly.

Paul D. White. Supervisor
Charter Township of Van Buren

e 734 B0 BOG0 Sax TR OG-S
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William R. Wild - Mayor
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WESTLAND
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August 14, 2009

Mr. Kirk T. Steudle, Director
Michigan Department of Transportation
425 West Ottawa Street

P.O. Box 30050

Lansing, MT 48909

RE: Ford road @ I-275 TIGER Grant Application
Dear Kirk:

On behalf of the City of Westland, we support MDOT applying for grant funding under the
TIGER program to construct the interchange improvements needed for Ford Road at [-275 in

Western Wayne County.

These improvenients are not currently otherwise funded and would greatly improve safcty and
reduce congestion along the Ford Road corridor.

Please contact me if you have any additional questions.

Yours truly,

P
ﬁ - 7 4
4
William Wild
Mayor

cc: Carmine Pulombo, SEMCOG
Kim Avery, MDOT
Phil LaJoy, Canton
Tim Faas, Canton



CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF PLYMOUTH

9955 N HAGGERTY RD » PLYMOUTH, MICHIGAN 48170-4673
www.plymouthtwp.org

August 14, 2009

Mr. Kirk T. Steudle, Director

Michigan Department of Transportation
425 West Ottawa Street

P.O. Box 30050

Lansing, MI 48909

RE: Ford Road & I-275 TIGER Grant Application
Dear Kirk:

On behalf of the Charter Township of Plymouth, we support MDOT applying for
grant funding under the TIGER program to construct the interchange improvements
needed for Ford Road at the 1-275 expressway in Western Wayne County.

These improvements are not currently otherwise funded and would greatly improve
safety and reduce congestion along the Ford Road corridor and all interconnected roads
within Western Wayne County including major arteries that pass through Plymouth

Township.

Please contact me if you have any additional questions.

Respectfully,

Wﬂmﬂﬂ‘w\w

Richard M. Reaume
Supervisor

cc: Carmine Palombo, SEMCOG
Kim Avery, MDOT - Taylor TSC
Phil LaJoy, Canton Township
Tim Faas, Canton Township

SUPERVISOR CLERK TREASURER TRUSTEES
Richard M. Reaume Joe Bridgman Ron Edwards Kay Arnold, Robert Doroshewitz
(734) 354-3201 (734) 354-3224 (734) 354-3214 Michael Kelly, Steven Mann



Kevin M. McNamara

Commissioner
11* District

TWegre Cmmty Commission

September 3, 2009

Kirk R. Steudle, Director

Michigan Department of Transportation
4725 West Ottawa Street, PO Box 30050
Lansing, MI 48909

Dear Director Steudle:
I and the County of Wayne whole-heartedly support the Michigan Department of

Transportation, Wayne County and Canton

Township application for TIGER funding to

improve the interchange at Ford Road and I-275. As you know, this area was the subject of a
sub-regional study in 2006. The study report identified both congestion and safety issues in the
corridor. In fact, Ford Road in this corridor contains four of the highest crash sites in Wayne

County and in all of Southeast Michigan.

The study

recommended improvements at the interchange as part of an overall strategy to

improve traffic flow and enhance safety in the cormridor. Wayne County supports the
improvements and the application for TIGER funding.

Please contact me should you require additional information.

Sincerely,

L A oo

Kevin McNamara
Wayne County Commissioner, District 11

cc: Tim Faas, Charter Township of Canton

KM:hd

WAYNE COUNTY BUILDI

NG * SUITE 450, 600 RANDOLPH ° DETROIT, MICHIGAN 48226 * TELEPHONE: (313) 224-0944 » FAX: (313) 967-6396
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WASHINGTON, DC 20510-2202

October 1, 2009

Honorable Raymond LaHood

Secretary

United States Department of Transportation
400 7th Street S.W.

Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary LaHood:

I am writing in strong support of a funding application submitted by the Michigan Department of
Transportation under the TIGER grant program. This application requests funds to redesign the
1-275 freeway interchange at the Ford Road exit in Canton Township, Michigan.

1 am told the I-275 interchange at Ford Road and the nearby intersection at Haggerty Road ranks
among the worst congested in Southeastern Michigan. This congestion contributes to an
increased incidence of traffic crashes, necessitating the proposed reconfiguration of the exit
ramps. It is my understanding this project enjoys the support of Canton Township, neighboring
communities, and the businesses located in the vicinity of this project. Ford Road is a successful
retail corridor and draws many visitors from outside the region and the state. In addition to
creating local construction jobs, this project will improve the traffic flow of this heavily traveled
corridor which will encourage even more commercial investment and visitors to this area. 1urge
you to give this application every appropriate consideration.

Best Wishes.

Sincerely,

e&jl ﬁl Vv ""

Carl Levin

STATE OFFICES

DETROIT ESCANABA GRAND RAPIDS LANSING SAGINAW TRAVERSE CITY WARREN
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SurTr 1860 Suirz LL-103 Sunre 720 Surre 1810 515 NORTH WABHINGTON AVINUE Suire E Suir: 206
PrwoiY, M 48226 Escaveasa, Mi 48829 110 MIoHGAN STREET. N.W. LANSING, MI 48933 SaGiN&w, M) 48807 TrRavense CiTy, Mi 43584 WARKEN, M1 48093
1313} 226-65020 {906) 783-0052 GRanD RaPDs, M1 48503 (517) 377-1508 {989) 7542484 (231) 98479569 {586} 573-0145
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The Honorable Raymond L. LLaHood
U. S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave SW
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Mr. Secretary,

| am writing in support of the Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery

AGRIC

LTUEE U RIIION &N FORESTRY

ROY iy

LERARHTTES

IWWDGET

1 MATURAL RESUURES

JINANMCE

(TIGER) Program Grant application being submitted by the Charter Township of Canton,

Michigan.

Traffic congestion at the I-275 and Ford Road interchange is particularly dangerous. This

funding will enable the Township to redesign this interchange and construct new service drives
and ramps. These improvements will relieve congestion, enhance community mobility and safety

and ensure future economic development in Southeast Michigan.

| am impressed by the efforts of Canton Township to address the need for infrastructure and
transportation improvements. I hope you will give their proposal your strong consideration.

Sincerely,

Debbie Stabenow
United States Senator
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Robert A. Ficano

County Executive

October 25, 2011

The Honorable Patrick Colbeck
Michigan State Senate

P.O. Box 30036

Lansing, MI 48909-7536

RE: I-275/Ford Road TIGER III Grant
Dear Senator Colbeck:

The Wayne County Department of Public Services (WCDPS) supports the
Michigan Department of Transportation’s TIGER III grant application to the United
States Department of Transportation for the 1-275/Ford Road project in Canton,
Michigan.

WCDPS has witnessed major traffic congestion issues that often result in crashes
at this particular intersection system. This project will significantly ease congestion and
improve safety for vehicular and pedestrian traffic. ~Additionally, these improvements
vastly improve long-term maintenance of the area as well.

Wayne County is an important component for economic recovery in Southeast
Michigan. Improvements to this area will assist with business retention, job creation,
and new business attraction.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or comments.

Sincerely,

'H’M&cw\ A. Szab

Hassan A. Saab
Director
Wayne County Department of Public Services

cc: Tony Kratofil, MDOT Metro Engineer
Tim Faas, Canton Township Municipal Services Director

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SERVICES » ADMINISTRATION IDIVISION
400 MONROE, 3RD FLOOR + DETROIT, MICHIGAN 48226 « (313) 224-7373 « Fax (313) 224-2609
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October 31, 2011

Mr. Phil LaJoy, Township Supervisor
Canton Township

1150 Canton Center Road South
Canton, MI 48188

RE: Support for the I-275 @ Ford Road Interchange Improvement

Supervisor Laloy:

I'am writing you to express support by IKEA for pursuing improvements to the I-275 @ Ford
Road Interchange. With more than 320 stores in 39 countries around the world, we are the
world’s leading home furnishings retailer and are proud that one of our 38 U.S. store locations
is in Canton, Michigan. Ever since IKEA Canton opened in June 2006 at the corner of Ford
and Haggerty Roads, it has consistently drawn customers from beyond the Detroit
Metropolitan area and from throughout the State of Michigan.

While significant infrastructure improvements were made by IKEA/MDOT in advance of this
store’s opening, the growth of the local community and the successful retail corridor that has
developed definitely has maximized the existing arterial roads. With our store located at such
a vital intersection, we have been following the discussions focused on enhancing traffic safety
and flow in the area. Based on our experience with hundreds of coworkers and millions of
customers driving and walking in the area, we believe that improving the I-275 @ Ford Road
Interchange would be very beneficial in terms of reducing congestion and increasing safety.

Additionally, the improved ease of traffic and flow would help boost the continued economic
development efforts of the region. I know that when IKEA was considering potential locations
for our Michigan store, we had strong concerns about the interchange. Indeed it has worked
out quite well, but the opportunity for improvement is great too as a variety of concerns could
be addressed from a big-picture perspective. Such a comprehensive approach would preempt
any doubts businesses may have about opening in the Canton community because of any
safety or traffic facts/issues they may have heard.

Again, on behalf of IKEA, our store’s coworkers, and the millions of visitors from throughout
Michigan and beyond, thank you for your interest and efforts in improving the 1-275 @ Ford
Road Interchange. We are thrilled to have opened IKEA Canton, and wholeheartedly welcome
plans to make access safer, smoother and more efficient at this key interchange.

Sincerely,
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JosepH Roth
* U.S. Public Affairs Manager

cc: Anton van Dongen, IKEA Canton Store Manager
Karen Talarico, IKEA Asset Manager

IKEA Property, Inc. » 420 Alan Wood Road = Conshohocken, PA 19428 = (610) 834-0180



PLYMOUTH-CANTON

CommunityeSchools Jeremy M. Hughes, Ph.D., Superintendent
4564 S. Harvey Street « Plymouth, Michigan 48170
(734) 416-3048 « FAX (734) 416-4932

October 24, 2011

Mr. Kirk Steudle, MDOT Director
State Transportation Building
425 W, Ottawa Street

P.O. Box 30050

Lansing, MI 48909

RE: Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery Grant for I-275/Ford Road

Dear Mr. Steudle:

The Plymouth-Canton Community Schools (P-CCS) has great interest in the I-275/Ford Road
Interchange Project and ask for your support of the TIGER grant application.

As the Superintendent of P-CCS, my main concern Is for the safety of our students. We
transport over 11,000 students daily in our district. Many of our bus routes pass through the
1-275/Ford Road interchange or travel down Haggerty Road which parallels I-275. The proposed
improvements would reduce congestion and greatly increase the safety of what has become one
of Michigan’s most dangerous intersections. Your support for this project will help us further
Insure the efficient and safe transport of our students.

Thank you for your consideration. Feel free to contact me If further information is needed.

Sincerely,

Jeremy MMNHughes;"PhD.
Superintendent of Schools

MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION

Adrienne Davis ¢ Nancy Eggenberger ¢ Dianne Gonzalez o John Jackson
Judy Mardigian e Bamy Simescu e Steven Sneldeman
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STATE OF MICHIGAN

RICK SNYDER DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION KIRK 7. STEUDLE
GOVERNOR LANSING DIRECTOR

October 26, 2011

The Honorable Raymond LaHood, Secretary
U.S. Department of Transportation

1200 New Jersey Avenue, S.E.

Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Secretary LaHood:

The purpose of this letter is to offer our support for Canton Township’s application for federal
grant funding through the U.S. Department of Transportation TIGER 3 Discretionary Grant
Program for the I-275 at M-153 (Ford Road) Interchange Improvement Project.

This project will improve traffic access, safety, and mobility in Canton Township in Wayne
County, and wiil enhance economic development opportunities in this expanding commercial

district.

The Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) has been working with Canton Township
in their efforts to develop an effective solution to transportation challenges in this area. This
project is presently unfunded by MDOT due to our emphasis on system preservation efforts,
However, we are supportive of Canton Township’s efforts to advance the project.

Thank you for your consideration. If you have any questions regarding this, please contact either
me or David E. Wresinski, Director, Bureau of Transportation Planning, at 517-373-0343.

Sincerely,

7 7 S

Kirk T. Steudle
Director

MURRAY D. VAN WAGONER BUILDING « P.O. BOX 30050 « LANSING, MICHIGAN 48909
vaviv.michigan.gov « (517) 373-2080

LH-LAN-Q (01/11)



